
Describe Something That Surprised You: IELTS
Cue Card

Cue Card/Topic: Describe Something That Surprised You

You should say
What was the surprise?
When did it happen?
How you found about it?
How did you feel about it?

Describe Something That Surprised You: Sample Answers

Sample Answer 1
Introduction ( Covers: What surprised you?)

● One event that genuinely surprised me was my best friend's surprise birthday party. I
never expected such a grand celebration.

● It stands out in my memory because it was completely unexpected and wonderfully
executed.

● I want to share this experience because it made me feel exceptionally valued and
loved by my friends.

Describing Your Experience/Opinion/Interest ( Covers: When did it happen?)

● On the day of my birthday, I thought I was going for a casual dinner with just one
friend. Little did I know, something extraordinary was planned.

● As we arrived at the venue, I was blindfolded, which piqued my curiosity and
excitement. When the blindfold was removed, I found myself surrounded by all my
close friends and family.

● I felt a rush of emotions – surprise, joy, and a bit of disbelief. It was hard to believe
they had managed to keep it a secret.

Key Highlights ( Covers: How you found about it?)

● The venue was beautifully decorated with balloons, banners, and my favourite
flowers. It was clear a lot of thought had gone into the preparations.

● One of the most surprising moments was a video montage of birthday messages
from friends who couldn't attend. It was incredibly touching.

● Another highlight was the cake, which was custom-made to reflect my hobbies and
interests. It showed how well my friends knew me and cared about my happiness.

Conclusion (Covers: How did you feel about it?)



● This surprise party profoundly impacted me, reinforcing the strong bonds that I share
with my friends and family.

● I learnt that people often appreciate and value you more than you realise, and such
surprises can strengthen relationships.

● This event remains one of my most cherished memories, reminding me of the love
and friendship I am fortunate to have.

Sample Answer 2
Introduction (Covers: What surprised you?)

● One experience that completely surprised me was receiving an unexpected job offer
from a renowned company. It was something I hadn't anticipated at all.

● This moment stands out because it came when I felt uncertain about my career path.
● I want to share this story because it profoundly changed my professional outlook and

boosted my confidence.

Describing Your Experience/Opinion/Interest (Covers: When did it happen?)

● I had applied for several positions without much hope, given the competitive job
market. I didn’t think much of it after submitting my applications.

● A few weeks later, I received an email inviting me for an interview. I was taken aback,
as I hadn’t even received an acknowledgement of my application.

● The interview process went smoothly, but I didn’t expect much. When the offer letter
arrived, I was utterly astonished and elated.

Key Highlights ( Covers: How you found about it?)

● The most surprising aspect was the speed and efficiency of the entire hiring process.
It felt like everything happened in a whirlwind.

● Another highlight was the personalised approach of the company. They not only
offered a great position but also mentioned how they appreciated my unique skills
and experiences.

● The offer included relocation assistance and a welcome package, which was far
beyond my expectations and made me feel valued.

Conclusion (Covers: How did you feel about it?)

● This unexpected job offer significantly impacted my life, giving me a fresh start and
renewed confidence in my abilities.

● I learnt that perseverance and applying even when chances seem slim can lead to
amazing opportunities.

● This event remains a pivotal moment in my career, reminding me that surprises can
often lead to the best outcomes.

Sample Answer 3
Introduction (Covers: What surprised you?)

● One of the most surprising experiences in my life was discovering a hidden talent for
painting during a holiday retreat.



● This experience stands out because it revealed a creative side of me that I had never
explored before.

● I want to share this story because it inspired me to pursue new hobbies and embrace
unexpected passions.

Describing Your Experience/Opinion/Interest (Covers: When did it happen?)

● During a family holiday in the countryside, we were encouraged to try various
activities, one of which was a painting workshop.

● I reluctantly joined, thinking it would just be a bit of fun. I had never painted before
and didn’t think I had any artistic skills.

● To my astonishment, I was completely absorbed in the activity, and my first painting
turned out surprisingly well.

Key Highlights (Covers: How you found about it?)

● The instructor praised my work, which boosted my confidence immensely. It was
unexpected to receive such positive feedback.

● I felt a deep sense of satisfaction and joy while painting, something I hadn’t
experienced with other hobbies.

● I continued painting throughout the holiday, and each piece I created seemed to
unlock more creativity within me.

Conclusion (Covers: How did you feel about it?)

● I chose this gold peacock pendant as a gift for my sister, who loves traditional
jewellery and appreciates fine craftsmanship.

● Giving her this pendant made me feel joyful and content, knowing it would bring her
happiness.

● This gift is perfect for her because it symbolises beauty and grace, qualities that she
embodies. It serves as a lasting reminder of our close bond.

Describe Something That Surprised You: Follow-Up Questions
Q1. Do you like surprises?

Ans 1: Yes, I immensely enjoy surprises. They add excitement to life and make mundane
routines more enjoyable. Whether it's a small, unexpected gesture or a major event,
surprises have a way of lifting my spirits and creating memorable moments.

Ans 2: While I appreciate the sentiment behind surprises, I must admit that I prefer knowing
what to expect most of the time. It helps me prepare mentally and emotionally for any
situation, but occasional surprises can definitely spice things up.

Q2. What do you think is the most surprising thing about you?



Ans 1: Perhaps the most surprising thing about me is my ability to adapt to new
environments quickly. I find myself comfortable and capable in diverse settings, which often
surprises people who initially perceive me as reserved or introverted.

Ans 2: I believe the most surprising thing about me is my passion for extreme sports.
Despite my calm demeanour, I thoroughly enjoy adrenaline-fueled activities like skydiving
and bungee jumping, which tend to catch others off guard.

Q3. What has been the biggest surprise in your life?

Ans 1: The biggest surprise in my life was when I received an unexpected job offer from my
dream company. It came at a time when I least expected it and completely changed the
course of my career.

Ans 2: One of the biggest surprises in my life was discovering a hidden talent for painting
during a spontaneous art class. It was a pleasant shock to realise that I possessed artistic
skills I never knew existed.

Q4. Do you think surprises are always positive, or can they sometimes have negative
consequences?

Ans 1: While surprises often bring joy and excitement, they can also be overwhelming or
unsettling, depending on the circumstances. For instance, receiving unexpected news,
whether good or bad, can evoke a range of emotions and require time to process. Ultimately,
it's how we respond to surprises that determines their impact on us.

Ans 2: Surprises are not always inherently positive and can sometimes have negative
consequences. While pleasant surprises may bring joy and excitement, unexpected
challenges or setbacks can lead to stress and discomfort. For instance, a surprise test at
school may cause anxiety for unprepared students. However, surprises can also provide
valuable learning experiences and opportunities for personal growth, encouraging resilience
and adaptability in the face of adversity.


